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/men of Egypt who refused to destroy the Hebrew male | 
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| mercy and Seishaiae on account of them. The godly | wo- | whioh I thought to do unto them And é at . what instant I 


shall speak concerning a nation, and concerning a King- 
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PROSPECTUS. 

Our object, by this publication, is to premote pure religion, sound morals 
Christian reforms ; the abolition of slavehuiding, caste, the rum-traffic, and 
kindred crimes—the application of Christian principles to all the relations, du- 
ties, business arrangements, and aims of life ;—to the individual, the family, 
the Church, the State, the Nation—to the work of converting the world to 
God, restoring the common brotherhood of man, and renderivg Society the 
type of heaven. Our text book is the Bible ; our standard, the Divine Iw ; 
our expediency , obedience ; ourigee, the Gospel ; our trust, the Divine prom- 
ses; Our panoply, the whole armor of God. 
gq Editors friendly, please copy, or ngtice 


as above. 





THE BIBLE ABOLITIONIST ; 


estimony of the Scriptures against Slavery, and the Scriptu- 


Containing the T 
. ral method of treatipg it. 


’ , 

“To the law and to the testimony ; if they speak not according to this 
word, it is because there is no ligt in them.’”’ Isa. vin 20. ‘‘All Scripture is 
given by inspiration of God, and is profitatje for doctrine, for* c@rrection, for 
instruction in righteousness. That the nanie of God might be perfect, thor- 
oughly furnished unto all good works.’’ . Tim. i 16-I7. 

PART I. 
SRT Facts anp First PRINCIPLES. 


CHAPTER. I.—-SOVEREIGNTY OF GOD. 


affirtn Certain leiding facts and first prin- 
which Jie at the foundation of all trae religion and 


These great truths have respect, among other things, to 


ture, and the relations,.the responsibilitigs the duties, 

vileges, and the rights of human beings, intheir con- 

in and intercourse with each other, and under the laws 

oftheir Creator, to whose authority, they are, gll, equally, 

sibject, and at whose tribunal they must all, en» render an 
pocoant of their deéds. 

These great truths, principles, and facts, farnigh the test 
by which all human opinions, propensities, acts, habits, cus- 

usages, statutes, institatiqns, compacts, arrangements, 

sad governments must be tried. * Whatever is in harmony 

‘them is to be approved and waintained. -Whatevyer is 

st variance with ‘them is to be condemned and overturned. 

Their authority is the same as the authorjty of the ~great 

God, who proclaiys them, who declares his own character 

tobe in harmony with them, and his law to be founded 
upon them. 

To some of these fodndation facts and first principle 8, we 
shall now, briefly refer, a§ a guide for some inquirers con- 

American Slavery, and the duties resting on the 
American people and their Government, in respect to it. 

. Tur Supremacy or Gopv—rax Paramount AUTHORITY 

oriisLaw. * 

Amioug a people claiming to be culightened aud christian, 
it might seem needless to spend time and to occupy space, 
in affirming and maintaining this principle. But a loud 
dlamor has been raised agaiust it. Even prominept teach- 
tof religion haye maintained’, in opposition to it, that 
While the law of God j is our rule’in réspect to the duties of 
the first table (our duties to God) yet.the civil law must be 
sur rule in respect to the duties of; the second table, relating 
to our fellow men. And; in mayy instances, where the 
‘entiment is not openly avowed, it is substantis ally and prac- 
tically held. 

But the Scriptares, every “where affirm the paramount 

thority of God over Natiois ang their Rulers. They con- 

in all unjust and cruel enactments, and forbid all men to 
tin the execution of them, or te refrain from acts of | 


| mer¢y, were signally honored and rewarded by the God of | 
| the Bible; while those who assisted the despot in the ex- 
ecution of his inhuman edicts, or who, even in their domes. | 
| tic retirement, assehted, silenfly, to them, were visited with | 


la series of plagues, and were at length, signally destroyed | 


by Him. Scripture history and prophecy, are made the | 
burden of similar teachings and admonitions, for the benefit | 
of all ages and nations. God’s paramount authority over the 
political world is emblazoned on the pages of Scripture, 
from Genesis to the Apocalypse, and the world’s history af- 
fords ample and unequivocal illustrations of its truthful 
ness. 

“But the midwives feared God, and did not as the king of 
Egypt commanded then, but saved the men-children alive.” 
“Therefore God dealt well with the midwives.” Ex. 1, 17- 
20.” 

“And Saul answered, God do so, and more also, for thou 4 
shalt surely die, Jonathan. And the people said unto Saul, 
shall Jonathan die, who hath wrought this great salvation 
in Israel! God forbid. As the Lord liveth there shall uot 
one hair of his head fall to the ground, for he hath wrought 
with God this day. So the people rescued Jonathan that 
he died not.” 1 Sam, 14. 44-45. , 

“Shadrach, Meshack, and “Abennego answered and said 
to the king, 0, Nebuchadnezsar, we are not careful to an- 
swer thed, in‘this matter. If it be so, oar God whom we 
serve, is able. to deliver us from the burning fiery furnace, 
and he will deliver us out of thy hand, O king, But if not, 
be it known ynto thee, O king, that we will not serve thy 
gods, nor worship the golden image which thou hast set 
up.” Dan. iii. 16-18. 

“Then Peter and the other apostles answ ered and said we 
ought to obey God rather than men.” Aéts y. 29. 

“Shall the throne of iniquity have fellowship with which 
frameth mischief by a law.” ° Ps. 94-20. 

“The kings of the earth set themselves, and the rulers 
take counsel together, against the Lord, and against his 
anointed, Saying, Let us break their bands asunder and 
cast away their cords from us. _ He that sitteth in the heay- 
ens shall laugh, the Lord shall have them in derision.” 

“Thou shalt break them with a rod of iron, thou 
shalt dash them in pieces, like a potters vessel.” Ps, 2,-2 
4. 9. (See the whole Psalm.) 

‘“‘Let*men say, among the nations, the Lord rgigneth,” 
I. Chron. 16. 31. 

“For the Kingdom is the Lord’s and he is governor 
among the nations.’’ Ps, 22. 28. 

“He Suleth by his power forever. His eyes behold ‘the 
nations. Let not the rebellious exalt themselves.” Ps. 66. 
f ; 


“And he shall judge among the nations, and shall rebuke 
many people.” Isa. 2. 4, 

“For the nation and kingdom that will not serve thee 
shall perish: yea, those nations shall be utterly wasted.” 
Isa. 60, 12. . 

“That the nations may tremble at thy’presence.” Isa, 64. 
3 farang 
“@ Ged, plead my cause aguinst an ungodly nation” Pe. 

43 -1. 

*But thou shalt say, uhto them, this is the nation that 
obeyeth npt the voice of the Lord their God ” Jer. 7.-28. 

“But if they will not obey, Mwill utterly pluck up, and 


: 


| tions are laid down to,be established, the 
‘a master hand. The reasoning on such 





destroy that nation, saith the Lord”—Jer. 12.17. 

“At what instant I sh eak, concerning a nation and | 
concerning a kingdom, : up and to pull down, and | 
to destroy it. If that nation against whom I have pro- | 
| Bounced, turn from their evil, I will repent of the evil | 





| Jation ‘be already great or small—worthy to be extended. 


it obey not my voice, then will I repent of the good where- 
with I said I would benefit them.” Jer. 18, 7-10. 

“I will punish the king of Babylon and that nation, 
| saith the Lord. for their iniquity, and the land of the Chal- 
| des ins, and make it perpetyal disolations.” Jer. 25-12. 

It would be easy to multiply quotations, in proof that, ac- 
cording to the Scriptures, the law of God, is binding upon 
Civil Governments and Nations, that its authority is para- 
mount to All human compacts and enactments, and that in- 
dividuals are bound thus to regard and honor it, whatever 
may be the pains and penalties inflicted by despotic Gov- 
‘ernments upon them, for non-compliance with their wicked 
mandates. All persecutions and martyrdoms under un- 
godly rulers are attestations to this truth. All religious 
liberty and all civil liberty are Fonte upon it. And the 
prétense that our duties to our fellow-men may be abroga- 
ted by the civil ruler is get aside by the consideration that 
our duties to men are duties to Gop, (the Father and: pro- 
tector of men) who enjoins them; as well as by the fact 
that the severest prophetic denunciations are levelled 
against both Nations and Rulers for the sin of oppression, 
and even for tolerating its existence. 

Of this, we shall find abundant, evidence, as we pro 

ae haa my 

The following Latter and, Reply eee some mi 
ago, and consequently speak of the then pending P: 
Electign and prospécts. They have been crowded 
other matter, but the beginning of our new volumé is 
place for them :— 

THE PRINCIPIA, AND LIGHT ON THE deeairerotiight 
HOW TO CIRCULATE AND DIFFUSE THEM. 
To THe Eprxor and Svussoribers'or THE Parrvgirta : 


Frienps or Freepom :—Whether the saggestion which I.» 
am about to make to you will be consilered a.sensible one or 
not, I cannot tell; if J did not think it wise, I am certain I 
would not make it. 

Before proceeding to this point directly, however, if I may: 
be indalged. I believe,I shall gratify niyself, if no one des, a 
saying a word with regard to tle Privoirta. Possibl 
encourage its excellent Editor, and do something for t 
common cause. 


a 


wt 


, 


ae 


The first knowledge which I received ‘of the existence of. 3 ve 


this paper, I obtained from Dr. Cheever, who sent me a 


of it, and asked whether I could not do something for its cir- 7 


— in Western te divt@eia 
country is so full o newspa y t at once 
I should not cdncern myself sock sie cae ae 
Principia,” unless,” by future examination of the 
should be convinced that it was a paper. of voasidepeble traci. | 
I sent on a dollar immediately to the Publisher, and ordered . 
a paper for mygel/, to see what its general character is. Kha’ 
been ing it now for two or three months. I severta. 
papers regularly, and have access to a fumber of o I. 
read some good papers, and I will say for the Pripegrit that 
it loquats the best’ papers a fears into my bee It is 
not the largest paper, th it is large enough for rice ; 
but it shows a afte and concern for the ame of 
the paper, which I have never seen excelled on the part of any - 
Editor. Nothing .is done in a loose way—no matter thrown 
in with a carejess band. I think I have never read a paper 
which showed deeper thought, and more earnest application on 
the part of the Editor. Great ability characterizes every 
column, Editorial and others. This speaks well for all con- 
nected with the paper. I find that when important proposi- 
are dealt with with 
-usually exhibits a 
clearness, a candor, and « depth, rarely ssealiad any where. 
As to the object of the paper, certainly no paper in the world . 
is established for a more noble object than that of the P) inci pia. 
I think the circulation of this little sheet— whether that circu- 
I 
may not send in @ single additional subscriber,—I cannot.tell 
| how that may be; bat if I do fot, I am determined that the 
fault shall not rest with me, for my intention is to do somethiog 
for this paper, if I can. 

Fellow subscribers—can we not, each one, put the Princepia 


‘a 











ble the subscription? I suppose our friend Goodell will not 
object to that sort of business. Would you, Mr. Editor ;. or 
do you think you could work off that many more papers? I 
think we will try you; and, if you cannot, why you can just 
eal) the money and we will make thé best use we can of 
t. , 

But the “suggestion” is this:-—In No. 36, July 21, is an 
article under “ The Compromises of the Constitution.” It is 
#n argument to prove the Anti-slavery character of the Con- 
stitution. This very argument is jhst the thing that is need- 
ed, and ghould he pat into the hands of every voter. (2) 

Now, I have long been in the midst of Republicans.” The 

at majority of my acquaintances and friends are Repub. 

ns, and I know pretty well what the ablicans really 
are. Though I find there is an important difference between 
my own political opinions and the creed of that party, yet I 
have a good word to say for Republicans generally, wherever 
I bave bécome acquainted with them individually. I find 
them good Anti-slavery men at heart. I believe that this day 
the majority of them hate slavery, and loathe the institntion 
as deeply as any Abolitionist in our country ; and they would 
go with just as much zeal for the total abolition of the 
evil, and in the same way, and using the same means, if only 
they had a lit:le more light on this subject. As to Scriptural 
argaments #fainst slavery, and all others aside from the Con- 
stitution, no skill and ability can exceed theirs in the use of 
these ; and I find them def¢nding the Constitution, too, with 
no mean ability. But still there seems to be a point which 
they do not quite reach yet. They hate slavery; they would 
like to put itdown ; and they think, too, that the Constitution 
is in some way an Anti-slavery document,——they believe it 1s 
Anti-slavery, and will say it is; but still they think, after all, 
that the slavebolder has some kind of right under this same 
Constitution—no one could ever tell me exactly what it s—to 
hold his slave, and this Constitution could not be wielded in 
such a manner as to come in contact with slavery in the States 
and abolish it there. (3) I am notspeakingeot political /ead- 
ers, though I doubt not many of them stand exactly as the, 
large class of private individuals of which I speak more par- 
ticularly. (4) . 

My opinion ir, that the great mass of Republican voters 
want very little to raise their opinions to the highest Anti- 
slavery ground that is occupied in this country, and the great 
hope of the Anti-slavery cause is, at last, in that party. (5) 
Party shackles cannot forever bind the’ intelligent and well- 
meaning thousands of this great organization to the present 
policy of the party to refrain from touching the institution of 
slavery where it is already established. 

The public feeling is aroused ; the masses of the American 

le are seeking after truth ; truth will not forever hide it 
self from this people; they will see, ere long, that there is 
a just and justifiable position against Aimerican slavery 
which no party in power has ever yet taken; a little more 
light, and the Trepublican party will discover this fact ; it will 
see, as it almost sees now, that the Constitution is its irresisti- 
ble weapon——will seize this weapon, and, turning it against the 
vile institutiov in the South, will exterminate the curse from 
the land. (6) True, that party is not yet inepower ; but if it 
continues to gather ap as it has done in the past, it will 
have perfect possession of the Government, and that, too, be- 
fore long.(7) If I may be allowed to express myself, my opin- 
ion is, that these Republicans never can be retailed, but have 
got to be wholesaled. The object will be accomplished, event- 
ao edd e-igtes the ee — of men from the 
ty, one by one, but by changing the position of the party ; 
the whole must be moved apetite. Pb believe this on be 
done, and I believe it will be done, eventually. I think it 
easier to change the thousands of this*party, and work g revolu- 
tion in its platform, than to change and draw off a few scores 
of its individual voters. (8) 

But how is this to be done? Just as all other revolutions 
for the better are brought about :* Present the necessary prop- 
ositions before the people ; with these, present the arguments 
and proofs establishing them ; our people are 4 reading 
ple: let them have a chance to read and reflect—let them 

ve light-—let them have a little time then, and they will 
act Ud 


True, this will all require some time; bat does any ong 
_ know how we shall go to work and abolish slavety next week ? 

I did not intend to extend my remarks to such an im- 
moderate length ; however, the reasons for my sug gestion 
will be now clear to all: Bya little modifying, the article re- 
ferred to,could be converted into a form, admirable for a tract, 
to be circulated throughout thé country. The argument is 
br | plain and conclusive, and it is just what the people want, 
as | have endeavored to show. Ast 

Let the argues be as short as possible ; yet, so extended, 
as to cover the whole Constitution, proving, in the very clear 
manner that it is here done, thatsthe Constitution is radically 
Anti-slavery throughout ; let a little pains be taken to show 
how the Constitution is to be used to abolish slavery, but make 
the argument as brief as possible : let this be put iato a tract, 
then, at as low a ee tothe friends of the’ enterprize as the 
Bditor can posssbly do it ; let each subscriber of the Principia 
agree to take, at this price, ten, twenty, fifty, a hundred, five 
hundred, or a thousand of these tracts, and scatter them broad- 
cast through the land. I make this suggestion merely to set 


the matter en foot ; I want to hear from the Editor and from 
others: Can this thing, or something like it, be done? (9) 





into the bands of one new subscriber, all ‘round, and thus dou- 


not by retail, keeping the preachers and the new converts in 





Friends, let us hear from you on this subject. 





the party, to ‘‘work a revolution in the platform” of the 


‘THE PRINCIPIA. 


What I have written, I have done with good motives. I do 
not claim that it is all necessarily free Ls at ; 
Your friend, though a a 


Estey WILLiaMs. 
Detaware, Ohio, Aug. 28,1860. 





NOTES IN REPLY TO THE PRECEEDING. 


Our best thanks are due to our correspondent, WrsLEY 
Witu1aMs, for his friendly and encouraging communication. 
We cannot more conveniently reply to his various sugges- 
tions than by Npres, cofresponding in their numbers, to 
the same numbers we have marked for reference in bis 
article. : 

{1.] We think the plan suggested in aid of the circulation 
of the J’rincipia an excellent one, needing only the earnest 
co-operation of all our subscribers to carry it into success- 
ful effect. Yet, as’ some can do more in that way than others,. 
we recommend that every one should do all they can. We’ 
have some subscribers who have added a very considerable 
number of names to our list. We have nq fears of recciy- 
ing more names than we can supply with papers. 

[2.] The article on the Constitutioa could easily be stereo- 
typed and kept constantly on hand, if that is the article most 
needed, and if we could have assurance of an extensive de- 
mand for it. But, more of this, before we have done. 

[3,] We have no doubt that our correspondent’s statement 
concerning the vague views of Republicans concerning the 
Constitution applies to very large numbers of them, parti- 
cularly at the West, where the pamphlets, &c., on the Con- 
stitution have been less generally circulated than in this 
State. . 

[4.] We think the leadtrs are, in general, better informed 
on the subject than they are willing to acknowledge. All 
thg members of the last Congress, together with the Presi-. 
dent, Vice President, Members of the Cabinet, and Judges 
of the Supreme Court were supplied with Spooner’s Uncon- 
stitutionality of Slavery, by the Americam Abolition Society. 
And the present Republican Members of Congress have 
been, and still are, furnished with the Principia weekly, at 
the expense of the Proprietor, with exception of two or three 
who are subscribers, and two or three others who have de- 
clined receiving it. The effect ofall this is visible,‘ both in 
what is said and what is not said, now, by our public men. 
The general policy is to blink the true point at issue, to 
ignore it, and run roundit. More of this, as we proceed. 

|5.] One cheering sign of Anti-slavery feeling among the , 
Republicans is the fact, that the strongest and most radical 
utterances of Republican. speakers and orators, in and out 
of Congress, looking,in the direction of Radical Abolition, 
are most strongly and enthusiastically applauded by their 
constituents, or by a majority of them, 4s is witnessed at 
Republican Meetings, and may be seen in newspaper re- 
ports of speeches. . 

[6.] We do not expect that the Republican party that 
now is, will take Radical ground. But we do expect that a 
large part ofthe Republican party will be dissatisfied with 
the present platform, and will quit their party leaders and 
will reorganize, or join the present Liberty Party. 

[7.] We.think there is a prospect of a Republican victory, 
but we think it will be done, (and, in fact, is now in process 
of being secured) by an almost total abandonment of all the 
anti-slavery issues, before the Country, not excepting the’ 
Congressional exclusion of slavery from the Territories. 
We see evidences that even that low ground is abandotted 
already, and that the coming Republican victory is to be 
achieved by the large accessions now making from the 
Old Conservative Whigs, Know Nothing’, and Douglas 
Democrats, who are attracted by assurances that the Re- 
publican victory is to terminate all anti-slavery agitation’ 
These pledges will have to be redeemed. These new allies 
are to control the pplicy of the party when in power. The 
policy’ by which the victory is gained must he perpetuated, 
to keep the power in possession No party ever became /ess 
conservative; by coming into power. When was there eyer 
a party that, by coming into power, did noj become more 
conservative ? ° 

[8.] We should be glad fo see the wholesale conversion 
our friend predicts. But, for reasons already given, cannot 
expect to see it done. And there is another reason. - The 

experiment of connecting political parties by wholesale and 



















party, has been tried over and over again, and has always 
failed. We tried it with the the Whig Party. It was after. 
ward tried with the Free Soil Party, then with the Free 
Democracy, then with the Republican Party. Im the State 
of New York the trial has been a thorough one, has failed 
each time, and in each succeeding experiment, the result, 
have beer: worse and worse. Instead of Abolitionists chang. 
ing the platform of the party, by remaining with it, the 
party has changed their platform—not indeed the theory, 
but the practice, which is the main thing. Republicans, 
with the power of the State in their hands, will not enact g 
personal Liberty Bill. Why? Not for want of a conyic. 
tion of the justice and the Constitutional right of enacting it, 
But for the fear af losing conservative votes. And Radical 
Abolitionists, in theory, sustain them in doing.so ! The very 
men who could write the ‘Tract our friend wants to circulate, 
as well as any men living, who boast their being “in pring. 
ple with us” wouldn’t vote fora Personal Liberty Bill, 
wouldn’t sign a petition for it, fpr fear of hurting the Re. 
publican'party! We have perhaps 50,000 tp 100,000 such 
“Radical Abolitionists” in the State of New York, to-day. 
They have done helping to circulate our Tracts, as they 
formerly did, for fear of injuring the Republican party! 
The Republican leaders would think themselves fools to 
pass a Personal Liberty bill, or to make their “platform” 
any more “radical” in consequence of the membership of 
such “Radical Abolitionists” in their party. They are sure 
of their support, any how, do whit they will, or negleet 
what they will, all they (the politicaBleaders) have to do is 
to secure the support of the auti-abolition part of the com. 
‘munity, and at this they are working, heartily and effective. 
ly. We are speaking of such men as Seward, Weed, and 
Greely. No men understand the unconstitutionality ‘of 
slavery: better than they do. Nomen could argue the mat. 
ter more clearly or more forcibly than they could and would, 
if that were the,way to get patyonage, votes, popularity, and 
power. In short, the only influence by means of which the 
Republican platform could be revolutionized by the Abo- 
litionists would be by the withholding of Abolition votes 
from them, till the change was made. Look at facts. The 
fear of losing 30 to 50,000 votes compelled Seward to make 
his “irrepressible cunflict”speech. Had the votes been with. 
held, as they should have been, we'should have had frém 
him no conservative speech in Congress to explain away or 
neutralise the former speech. 


_ But the evil is about read¢hing its crisis, especially if the ° 


Republicans carry their election. It will be ‘seen where 
they stand, then. In the mean time, the light on the Consti- 
‘tution should be more widely disseminated. The light shin- 
ing in the State of New York is not lest. The good Provi- 


dence of God is preparing @ place and a use for it, where it — 


will be made effectual, before long. Light, first, the practi- 
cal use of it, afterward, is the common order of nature, Soit 
is in the pbysical sciences. {p it is in the sciences of Go- 


vernment. Theories are made known first, then the practi- ° 
cal application of them. So also in theological and moral ° 


science. “This will require time,’ as our correspondent 
says. But it will bé done. And his.plan is an important 
one. : ; 

[9.] The question is, how largé a tract or pamphlet 
should be provided? The article in the Principia of July 


21, referred to by our correspondent, would make a cheap 


tract. And it covers all the articles of the whole Constitution 


claimed to be the pro‘slavery “Compromises of the Consti- | 


tution.” If so “modified” as to “cover the Constitution” 
with its securities for freedom, its Federal powers over slave- 
ty, with the methods. of using them, the’ size would be 
yery greatly enlarged. We once had a Tract, now out of 
print, on “the Constitutional power and duty of the Federal 
Government to abolish slavery in the States.”. This, if best, 
could be republished. After trying several experiments at 
circulating needed information, from Spoomer’s work, 75 
cents, down to a two cent tract, finding some too expensive, 
and others incomplete, we think we have hit on the best, 
the most satisfactory compend that we know how to pre 
duce, in Our Nationa, Cuarrenrs, retailed: at 12 cents, 
or with postage 15 cents, &c., &c. Sce advertisement., 

. We have found nothing, whether larger or smaller, that 
gave equal satisfaction to most readers. Instead of quoting 
parts of the Constitution, it give’ the whole, so that the read- 


er cau see whether anything has been kept back. Then the 
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vious ariidles of Confe deration, the Declaration of Inde- obligation and binding us té the cruelty of delivering up | 
dence, and the still earlier articles of Association, all fugitive slaves, * is‘absurd and mischievous. 


It is true we | 


‘een in full, successfully silence all pretended Azstorical often speak of political obligagions as distinct from other | 


evidence that the Constitution does not mean what it says, 
but means the opposite ! i. 

By publishing g those invaluable documents in full, with 
ether matter in the ps amphlet, we give the reader much that | 


he never saw before, and which he could not conv éniently | 
And this complete publication of them | 


find, any where else. 
affords opportunity to comment upor all parts of them, in 


our Notes, prepared with great labor, so that no phase of the | 
subject, scarcely, fails to come under notice. We invite the 
strictest attention of our friend to it, after which, we shall 
be happy to recdive further suggestions from him. Aside 
from the notes, no voting ‘citizen should be without the 
_ documents, and where else could they, so cheaply, be pro- 
cured ; a =+ > = 
For the Principia. 
NATIONAL SOVEREIGNTY. 


* 
NUMBER XVIII. 





To make the National Constitution appear a pro-slavery 
instrument was a work of time and pains. A ‘pro-slavery 
national education was needed for the purpose. The inter- 
ests of slavery required that the clause relating to fugitive 
servants should take immediate effect as © remedy against 
slave desertion. 
eral Judiciary. But never till the Prigg case in 1842, 
when the Constitution had been in operation more than 
halfa century, did a question under that clause come be- 
forea Federal court. A very significant fact! To make 


the case of difficulty.” 
What was the difficulty? 


to service under State Jaws. 
due, in any sense and as slaves are held to service not un- 
der laws but under whips, the clause would not apply to 
them. Had there been State enactments requiring slave 
service, the Constitutions even of the slave States could not 
have recognized those enactments as State laws. How 
then could the national Constitution recognize them? 
Here was “difficulty.” How did the Court get over it? 


By disregarding the terms of the clause, and interpreting 
“historically.’ In order to do*this it was compelled to as- 
sume fictitious history, for the true history would have giv- 
e as much “difficulty” as the clause itself. The true his- 
tory was this. When the framing convention had been in 
session three months, and was near its close, a southern 
member proposed a clause for delivering up “fugitive | 
slaves and servants.” The proposition was objected to, 
and withdrawn. The sam@smember the next day proposed 
a clause for delivering up persons “bgund to service or 
labor.” This was agreed to, without debate, and with 
some verbal modification became a part of thé Constitution. 
The people ratified the clause as they found it, without 
knowing, that the rendition of slaves had been thought of, 
Within the closed doors of the Convention. Such history did 
not favor a perversion. We do not forget the fugitive 
slave Act of 1793. That Act is one of the prima facie 
arguments which have been seized upon, to support pro- 
tlavery construction. Politicians, instead of testing the 
Act by the Constitution, have expounded the Constitution 
by the Act! We will, for once, do the same, assuming 
that the people are the true sovereigns and rightful ex- 


exposition to be entitled to regard must proceed ffom 
them. How did the people treat the Fugitive Slave Act 
of 17932 Did they give it prompt effect? Not they. 
This they. would have done, had they been pro-slavery 
enough to authorize the Act by a pro-slavery Constitution. 


But the Act took no effect for many years, and was always | 


90 ineffitient as to require an amendment to give it force: 
Now, mark the fact that the slave power, domineering as 
it was, did not venture to demand the amendment till 1850,° 
oF fifty-seven years after the Act was passed. And even 
now, the Act is generally defeated by the repugnance of 
the people. Does all this look as if they had ratified a- 
fugitive slave clause ? 


This would give employment to the Fed- | 


obligations. , But so we do of personabobligations, parental 
| obligations, social obligations, and religious obligations, 
without implying that any of them are not moral obliga- | 
tions. 
moral right, and by no possibility can anything be politi- 
cally right which is morally wrong. Talk you of the obli- 
gations of honor and good faith? “Honor and good faith 
have right for their basis and right for their end. Our 
| political compact is either a righteous compact or an un- 
righteous’one. If it is a righteous one, it cannot favor in- 
justice. If it is unrighteous, there is no ground of faith in 
it, since those who can enter into an unrighteous compact 
| can just as easily violate a righteous one. . It is remarka- 
ble that those who hold to the pro-s}avery character of the 
——— show very little confidence in it. They do 
not refer to its preamble as a truthful statement of its ob- 
| teste Many of them complain of the bad faith of the 
South. On what ground can they expect good faith? And 
if they are such men as would carry into. effect a provision 
of injustice, what would their own faith be worth under a 
temptation to break it ? 


* This notion aprears unmistakably in a speech of Hon. Josiah 
Quincy in the Whig Almanac of 1855. 


—_—- -  —-o ee --—_—- . 
LETTER FROM REV. J. G. FEE 


I. 8. 


To the Annual Meeting of the American Missionary Association. 


Mr. lee expected to be present, but was prevented by sickness ; 








| he therefore sent, this letter. After the letter was read, it was order- 
the clause apply to slaves the Supreme Court had to “clear | ed to be printed: in the American Missionary Ye 

We.use the Court’s own words. | 
The clause did not mention | tucky, do not, in any wise, cause me to doubt the wisdom of 
slaves, and to make the “difficulty” worse, the clause des- | the radical position of the Am. Miss. Association, 

cribed a class from whom sérvice is due and who are held | 
But as slave service is not | 





The notion of a political obligations distinct frofn moral 


Recent observation and our late expulsion from Ken- 


Nay, I am only the more convinced, that an open, direct, 
and explicit testimony against sin, and, in church relations, 
a tefusal to fellowship such as are engaged in it, is the only 
wise, efficient, and Heaven approved policy. 

The opposite policy of conservatism, has not only been a 
failure, so far asthe great sin of the land (slavery) is con- 
cerned, but has even intensified the evil. - 

The old Boards have claimed that, if they can only go 
quietly along and spread the Gospel, that will silently kill 
slavery. Popular sins, entrenched behind law, and panoplied 
with a popular religion, are not sapped that way. The issue« 
being made, the silence of conservative Boards and their 
missionaries, is always construed into consent. 

* I know this is true. Pro-slavery men have often said to 
me, (calling conservative ministers by name,) “if these good 
men thought slavery wrong, they would doubtless say so, 
say so publicly, and enumerate slavery with other publicly 
denounced sins, for,” said these men, “it is the business of 
ministers to preach against wrong—warn the people, and, 
exhort to the right.’ Silence is construed into consent. .Con- 
servatism has not only prolonged the life of slavery, but 
has widened its area, and intensified its bitterness and cruel- 
ty. 

; The silence of conservatism, is a declaration that the re- 
buke of slavery isno part of the work of preaching the 
Gospel, and that those men who do teach that slavery is in- 
consistent with the Gospel, and should not be fellowshipped 
in Christian churches, are fanatics, innovators, disturbers of 


—_— 


Had the , Home Missionary Society, in ‘ite early efforts in 
the South ; had the Am’n. Tract Society, and other Socie- 
i ties been faithful in bearing a constant and explicit testi- 

mony against the iniquity, stripping it of all decent morali- 
| ty, decent men would have driven it out, instead of the reck- 
| less now driving out those who bear testimony against it. 


All obligations are imposed by the universal low: of | Under such general teaching, public sentiment would have 


been very different. from what it now is ; 
| governs. * 
It may be said, had these Bogrds at first bore a faithful, 
| explicit, and consistent testimony against the iniquity ‘they 
| too would have been driven out: we .answer, the Hercules 
| of*slavery was then a bahé, and could have been easily 
strangled while in the cradle. But it would be better that 
the South should be without a Ministry, than that it should 
have a Ministry to deceive the pedple as to the true nature 
of the Gospel, and of that which is essential to salvation, 
love, without which all else is sounding brass, or a tinkling 
eymball. Better without a ministry, than with one which ~ 
shall nourish these Druses, merciless and éruel as thoae of 
Syria. 

But we are not without hope, even buoyant hope. Seed 
haa already been sown that will germinate and bring forth 
good fruit. The world will yet see it. God has promised that 
those who go forth weeping, bearing prectous seed—unadul- 
terated truth—shalldoubtless come again bringing their 
sheaves with them. 3s 

Even now, our wandering in exile, will do a hundred fold 
more to,show the turpitude of slavery, and rouse the people, 
North aud South, to a holy purpose to remove it, than our 
‘quiet presence could have done, especially if we had been’ 
connected with conservative Boards. 

John did more for the truth of God, and the good of man, 
as an exile in Patmos, than he could have done to have re. 
mained quiet, even if he Had been at the Court of Rome. 
John returned, and we expect to, and the walls of Jerusa- 
lem will go up faster than at first. “ 

We need the efforts of Associations like yours, for the 
North as well as the South. Many I know, are hoping that 
political action will do the work. Mere political action will 
not, cannot. Public sentiment must be changed first. The 
mere politician will not do this. The work must be done 
by those imbued with the spirit of Christ, whether in the 
Church or out of it,—the spirit that forgets sélf, forgets posi- 
tion, that will become poor, for the riches of others—sink 
into the depths for thé sake of elevating others. This Chris- 
tian influence precededsthe great work of emancipation in 
ancient Rome, in the British possessions, and has, thus far, 
in owr own country. . 

As I have been traveling in some of the free States, I have 
invariably found the political type answering exactly to the 
religious. If, in any locality, ministers and societies were 
conservative,—quiet on the subject of slavery—there poli- 
ticians were the same. They wanted it distinctly under- 
stood that they were not Abolitionists—that they liad noth- 
ing to do with slavery,—they wanted no allusion even to 
ngn-extension, unless it was to have “free Territory for Free 
Wuire Men.” They were as selfish as a set of opium smok- 
ing; ease loving Ttrks. 

But if I went into a community where ministers and 
churches held ‘up the truth of God specifically against all 
sins, where the people were taaght that the groans of the 
slave were the groans of Christ in the ‘person of his poor, 
and that what they did for the poor slave, they did for 


public sentiment 





‘the péace of Zion, and dangerous to society. The mobo- 
crats, go to the work of expurgating society, by casting out | 
‘men who bear testimony against an’ iniquity that cannot | 
endure the concentrated light of God’s word, clothed with 
a kind of religious sanctity—conservatism has licensed them 


to do so. 


The Reign of Terror in the South has been fostered by | 
the silent policy of conservative Ministers and Boards. The 
driving of farmers, mechanics, missionaries and teachers 
from Kentucky, the hanging of innocent men in Texas, to- 
gether with all the blood at Harper’s Ferry, lie at the door 

of conservatism. Had Joan Brown seen the great mass of | 
ministers and benevolent societies bearing a faithful testi- | 
mony againet this iniquity, he never would have felt himself 
called to the perilous work he pndertook. 

He would have had cénfidence in the power of truth, and 
could he have seen it applied with religious fidelity, he 
would have had an assurance of its final triumph. 





Christ, there I found the people ready not only to hear the 
“moral question,” but ready to vote for men of sound moral 
principle, for nen not only ready to shut in slavery, but to 
do all they righteonsly could, for its entire extinction—the 
redemption of the last bondman. 

True “christian sentiment must precede,right political ac- 
tion. The church is to be the light of the world, the salt of 
the earth. .God has s declared it. 

May the friends of the pure and faithfully applied gos- 


}pel, work with redoubled zeal, and give witha munificent- 


hand. Joun G. Fer: 


P. S.—The way isnow opening in Kentucky, for the re- 
turn of the’ exiles, and soon I believe many places will be 
open forthe preaching, of a pure and free gospel. There 
are places where this is now being done, and others where 
it could be. Reaetions generally follow-gross outrages. 

, J.G. F. 
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THE CONSTITUTION--VIEWS UF THE FRAMERS”— 
PREPOSTEROUS INFERENCES FROM THEM. 

The quotations often made from “the framers of the Con- 
stitution” and others in proof of the “pro-slavery compro- 
mises of the Constitutign”—if properly considered, and 
compared with the Constitution itself, afford strong evidence 
in precisely the opposite direction. aright 9 

Some of those quotations are taken from what was said 
in the Federal Convention, and only show the views* and 
feelings of the speakers, as individual members, and tell us 
how they would haye liked to have had the Constitution 


drafted and adopted. But we have to go to the Constitution 


itself, and take its words, precisely as they stand, in order 


- to see whether or no these individuals succeeded in their en- 


deavors to shape the Constitution according to their own 
wishes. If the words of the Constitution do not, of them- 
selves, convey, precisely and unambiguously, the sme ideas 
that are conveyed by the words quoted from what they said 
in the debate, then the fair inference is that they did not 
succeed, but that the Convention, having elearly understood 
their intentions, refused to give them effect, in refusing to 
make use of the wordg ang phrases appropriate for the 
purpose. , 
‘Others of these quotations are take from what, certain 
meinbers of the Federal Convention said, afterwards, in the 


State Conventions, held to act on the question of ratifying” 


the Federal Constitution, or previous to those Conventions 
with a view of influencing their action. Here, they would 
naturally express such views as would naturally tend to 
produce the results they desired,’either the rejection or the 
acceptance of the Constitution. Such of them as desired its 
acceptance would naturally give it @ construction in accord- 
auce, at once, with their own wishes, and the wishes 
of those whom they were addressing—also in accordance 
with the views they had before expressed, in the Federal 
Convention. Here again, the correctnéss ‘of .their repre- 
sentations is to be tested in no way but by comparing 
them with the words of the Constitution itself, just as they 
read, If the lunguage does not bear out their representa- 
tion of the intentions of thé Canvention, then those repre- 
sentations are not to be received. They are to be regarded 
asthe representations of prejudiced and interested persons, 
Nothing can be plainer than this. s 

_ The fact, then, if it be so, that there were men in the Fed- 
eral Convention who were desirous of introducing compro- 
mises in favor of slavery, and who actually made sugges- 
tions looking in that direction, is a fact that, properly con. 
sidered, makes it certain that no such compromises were 
actually admitted, unless it can be made to appear that they 
are plainly and unequivocally expréssed in the words of 
the Constitution itself. 

If, for example, it be proved that there were persons in, 
the Convention, desirous of having a clause inserted for the 
rendition of fugitive slaves, and making proposals to that 
effect, then, if it be found, on examination, that there is no 
clause, plainly and unambiguously providing for that specific, 
thing, then, we say, the fact that such a thing had been pro- 
posed, makes it the more evident that nothing of the kind 
was intended by the majority, who determined upon the 


. language . 


Upon the same principle of exposition it is, that we deter. 
mine that, since in the deliberations for framing the Old 
“Articles of Codfedération,” some one proposed to insert 
the word “white” before “tnhabitants” in one of the provisions 
of that instrument, in which that word “white” is not found, 
the record of the attempt to put it in there, is the unmistak- 
able record of, the fact that the author#of that instrument 
refused to make any distinction on account of color. 

Take a parallel case from common life. Two or more 
persons are in consultation together upon the terms of a cer- 
tain parternership agreement between them. One of the 
number, Mr. A. B., proposes a certain provision in his own 
special favor. The fact of that proposal is on record, and is 
not disputed. The agreement is drawn up, read, talked over, 
and signed by them all. Afterwards the heirs of Mr. A. B. 


THE PRINCIPIA. 


| come forward and claim that he was entitled, by the agreement 

to a certain privilege in his own favor. The written agree- 
| ment is hunted up, and the provision is sought for, but can- 

not be found in the instrument! “Nay,” say the heirs of Mr. 

A. B., “but there wag “an understanding” to that effect, and in 
| proof of it, see here, it is on record that our grandfather, Mr. 
| A. B. actually made that claim, While the terms of the 
agreement were under discussion, and he never would have 
consented to sign the agreement without an understanding 
to that effect.” 

What would the other parties to the agreement say, in 
answer to a demand, and to an argument of this’ sort? 
Why, they would say, “See here. Your Grandfather, A. B., 
did sign this agreement. Here is his siBnature, wéll attested, 
| in black and white. And the agreement contains nothiug of 
| the kind claimed. The fact on record that your grandfather 
| made the claim, put by the side of. the fact that the 

paper contains no such agreement, and put by the side 
| of that other fact that your grandfather actually did sign 
| the agreement without any such provision’ in it, so far frome 
proving that there was any such “understanding? ’ as you pre- 
tend, proves the exact contrary.” Thus the parties would 
chim. Thus the lawyers would plead. Thus the Judges 
would charge the jury. And thus, an honest and intelligent 
jury would render verdict. * 

Just like this, precisely, are the chief arguments relied 
upon, whether by pro-slavery or anti-slavery men, to prove 
“the pro-slavery compromises of the- Constitution.” They 
prove precisely the reverse df the proposition for the support 
of which they are adduced, 

We have been led to make these remarks, at this pdrticu- 
lar time, from having read in the Liberator of October 26, 
an article of Wenpett Puivuirs on “Mr. SuMNER—THE 
ConsTiTUTION AND THE Mapison Papers.” ,Mr. Sumner 
in his great Speech in the Senate, had argued in favor of 
the anti-slavery construction of the Constitution, to a certain 
extent, though, unfortunately, not to the extent of giving to 
his argument the symmetry and self-consistency of the ra- 
dical politicaljabolitionists, with whom Mr. Phillips, on some 
occasions, declines to argue; on the ground that arguments 
on the Constitution “are unprofitable and uscless,” but 
he corfeluded, it seems, that there might be some ‘‘use” in en- 
tering the lists with Mr. Sumner. aye 

Mr. Sumner, according to Mr. Phillips, had cited seven of 
the members of the Constitutional Convention, as having 
made utterances favoring-an anti-slavery construction of. 
the Constitution, namely, Gorham, Ellsworth, Randolph, 
Gerry, Morris, Madison, and Sherman. As an offset to 
these citations, Mr. Phillips proceeds to make a few cita- 
tions from some of the same and other members, favoring the 
pro-slavery interpretation. Not very well satisfied, how- 
ever, with his success in that operation he cuts the matter 
short by assuming the very point in debate, as follows : 





“Well, what did the Convention do in this matter? They 
adopted the plan of counting three-fifths of the slaves—the 
very thing Mr. Morris disliked, and which he made these 
remarks to prevent! According to Mr. Morris, therefore. 
slavery is now ‘the most prominent feature in the aristocra- 
tic countenance of the Constitution,’ and it does ‘uphold 
domestic slavery.’ ” ma ; 


This, it will be seen, was on the apportionment clause. 
Then, again, on the migration and importation clause, Mr. 
Phillips says : . . 

“Well, what did the Convention do? They gave Con- 
gress power to tax such importation not ‘exceeding ten dol- 
lars for each person,’ which was agreed to, nem.con. (This 
only shows that no one spoke against the*proposition, not 
that each one agreed fo it, since the whole debate, and Sher- 
man’s and Madisof’s protest, were against Mr. Baldwin’s 
motion, whith, it is’stated, passed just before in the same 
way, nem. con.) According to Mr. Madigon and Mr. Sher- 
man, then, the Constitution does recognize property in mén ; 
and Mr. Madison, in the 54th number of the Federalist dis- 
tinetly asserts that “the Federal Constitution, therefore, de- 
cides with great propriety on the case of our slaves, when 
it views them in’ the mixed character of persons and pro- 
PERTY.’’ 


* Now it happens—as any one can see, by referring to these 
clauses, that nothing is said of slaves, nor does the language 
describe slaves, but on the contrary speaks of “persons.” 
“What the Convention did” was the very opposite of the 
statement of Mr. Phillips. The Convention declined doing 
any such thing, as their Document shows. 


scientiously closes his Review of Mr. Sumner, as follows: 

“The reader will please observe, that I am not now app, 
ing that the Constitution does view slaves as property, 
only showing that the witnesses Mr. Sumner calls 
when allo to speak fully, just the opposite of whet ke 
claims ; if thetr opinion ts to be trusted, the Constitutron dogs 
view slaves as property.” : 

Begging Mr. Phillips’ pardon, the testimony of the wi, 
nesses proves no such thing. If, as Mr. Philips’ Citations 
seem to him to have proved, they said things looking in thy 
direction of the pro-slavery construction, then the most the 
he can claim is, that their testimony, being self-contradi 


sends us back again, to the words of the Constitution, whigh 
are free from the least tinge of pro-slavery. . 

The truth is, the testimony, as cited both by Sumner apg 
Phillips, should all be claimed for the anti-slavery constrye. 
tion. If slave-holders and their sympathizers said any thing: 
against the pro-slavery coustruction—as they certainly dig 
—the cause of liberty is entitled to it, of course. If they 
-said any thing on the other side, the absence of correspond. 
ing language in the instrument itself is evidence that they 
wishes were defeated. If Mr A. B. testifies to an “undp. 
standing” in his own favor, not found in the written com 
pact, his testimony in his own cause is to be ruled out of 
Court. But if Mr. A. B. in open Court, gives counter tes. 
mony, against his own claim, his testimony is of more weight 


written compact, ‘ 
, : ro oe ’ 


RIGHT OF SECESSION 


The following scrap of, history, taken from an artieleig 
one of our city Dailies will be .interesting as the ‘present 
time. 


“New York was unwilling to accept that instrument [the 
Constitution} and join the Gnion which it created, 
she could terminate her connection with it at pleasure 
Her proposal .was to join for five or six years, with the 
right then to withdraw if she desired. Alexander Hamil. 
ton was inclined to favor the compromise, and wrotet 
Madison in regard to i', from Poughkeepsie July, 1788, ig 
these terms: 

‘You will understand that the only qualification will be the reup- 
vation of a right to secede, in case our amendments have not 
decided upon, in one of the modes pointed out by the Conall 
tion, within a certain number of years, perhaps five or seven. 
If this can, in the first instance, be admitted as a ratification, | 
do not fear any further consequences. Congress will, I presume, 
recommend certain amendments to render the structure of the 
Government more seciire. This will satisfy the more consider 
ate and honest opposers of the Constitution, and with the aidof 
them will break up theparty.* ° : 

‘* Yours, affectionately, A. Hanus.” 

And here’is Madison’s reply : : 

New York, Sunday evening. — 

‘“My Dear Sm: Yours of yesterday is this instant at hand, 
and J have but a few minutes to answer it. I am sorry tht 
your situation obliges you to listen to propositions of the nature 
you discribe. My opinion is that a reservation of a fightf 
withdraw, if amendments be not decided on under the form of 
. the Constitution within a certain tidme, is a conditional ratifica-° 
tion ; that it does not make New York a member of the new 
Union, and consequéntly that she should not be received on 
that plan. Compacts must be reciprocal ; this principle would 
not in such case"be preserved. “Zhe Constitution ires an adlop 
tion in toto and forever. It has been so shontel by the other 
States. An adoption fer a limited time would be as defectives 
an adoption of some of the articles only. In short, any cond 
tion whatever must vitiate the ratification. What -thenew 
Congress, by virtue of the power to admit new States; may be 
able and disposed to do‘in such a case, I do not inquire, andl 
suppose that is not the material point at present. I have nots 
moment to add more than my fervent wishes for your succe® 
and happiness. The idea of reserving the right to withdraw was start- 
ed at Richmond, and considered as a conditional ratifiaation, which wat 
itself abandoned—worse than rejection. 

** Yours, James Mapison.” 

- “New York finally abandoned her claim, and “ad 

the Constitution in toto, and roREVER.” 
other States. No one of them has any right to secede,—or 
to withdraw from the obligations and responsibilities of the 
Union. In the language of Judge Spencer Roane, Pres 
dent of the Electoral College’ of Virginia in 1808, “it # 
treason to secede.”—N. Y. Times. 


No Federal administration—no Federal Court, has ovét 
admitted the right of secession. The suspicion of having 

cofitemplated it, in the “Hartford Convention” sealed the fale 

of the Old Federal Party, and the odium of it still rests up 

on, New England. Gen. Jackson put his foot upon it 

when it was attempted by South Carolina, and half hi 

fame is the reward of his haying done so. 

A Constitutional right of secession, is an evident absurdi- 
ty, and we believe, has never been seriously claimed. As 








No marvel that Mr. Phillips very prudently gnd con- 


natural, original right it may be conceded, but it is a right 


is not to be relied upon, one side or the other. * And this ‘ 


than that of any ®ther witness, to confirm the words of the 














And so did all the 
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outside of the Constitution, identified with the right of Revo- 
jation, subject to the conditions of that right, and the exer- 
cise of which is to be justified only by the causes which 
would warraut the exercise of the right of Revolution. 
Ifsuch causes exist, then, but not otherwise, should it be 
exercised—then, but not otherwise, should it be permitted 
to take place, except by mutual agreement—nor even thus, 
‘in contravention of moral right, or to evade the. adminis- 
ration of justice and the. protection of individual rights, 


which no compacts can ever compromise. 
<————_ -— ° 


> —~<1 

How 1r Wovtp W6nx.—If two or threg of the Southern 
States should secede from the Union, it would leave a Re- 
publican majority in both Houses of Congress—very much 
to the accommodation of Mr. Lincoln. 

{f there should be a repudiation of Northern claims, as 
bas been proposed at the South, the punishment—richly 
deserved—would fall chiefly on the mercantile and manu- 
facturing houses at the North that have so zealously chimed 
jn with the plotters of disupion, encouraging them in maih- 
‘aining their position,.and inflaming all the elements of 
disunion by their fears, whether real or affected, for the se- 
curit? of the Union. ; 

If there should be a financial crisis, a commercial depres- 
sion, and a monetary panic, growing out of the political 
condition of the country, the blow would be felt most se- 
yerely, by the capitalists, bankers, bank-stock holders, and 
heavy manufactdring and commercial houses, whose cupid- 
ity, servility, apathy, and selfishness will have proved the 
natural and “procuring causes of the calamity they will 


puffer. r , 
: . > —~8- 

Rumors.— We place no dependance on the thousand ru- 
mors of secession at the South—and of the supposed policy 
of the administration of Mr. Lincoln, his appointments, his 
cabinet, &c,—any farther than as such rumors may appear 
to have a foundation or plausibility in the nature of the 
case. Correspondents and Editors give us their conjectures, 
anil we and our readers might as well do pp*our own con- 
jecturing for ourselves. 

Even when alleged facts are aiinounced, as, for instance, of 
the resignation of Federal officials at the South, or at Wash- 
ington, of the détual or contemplated seisure of U. S. forts, 
armories, &c., we deem it the safer course not to accredit 
or chronicle the alleged- facts, until they shall have beep 
confirmed of ascertained. " 

It'may be very convenient, during a dearth of real news, 
tohave recourse to the retailing of the imaginary or ficti 
tious, but our readers would hardly thank us “for occupying 
their time and attention with vagaries, soon to be dispelled 
as Without foundation in truth. ; 

Ce ee 
NOTICE. 
NEW YORK CENTRAL COLLEGE. 

The winter term of tlfis Institution commences on Wed- 
nesday, December 5th. Circulars sent on application. 

N.B,. Since, at present. no agénts gre employed to col- 
lect funds, money due on all subscriptions, and all donations 
may be"forwarded directly to the Treasurer, Moses G. 
Smith. The public are cautioned against paying money, 
designed for the College, to any person not having a certifi- 
tate of appointment as our agent,’signed by the present 
President and Secretary, with the College seal attached, 
and dated subsequent to the date of this notice. 

' ‘ By order of the Trustees, 
A. Barty, President. 
° Victor Kinestey, Secretary. 
McGrawviiie, Nov. 6, 1860- 


. oe ete 
Bro. Goopeit. In my article printed in the last’ Prin- 
tipia, in which I refér to Dr. Cheever’s mission to England 
and say, “However inexpedient that mission may have 
been,” &c., I did not intend to intimate that J considered 
the mission inexpedient, but was simply putting it on the 
ground of the opponents of the mission, arguing that it was 
tven in that view, no justification for the opposition raised 
Sgainst it, under the ‘circumstances, where the whole 
thought and energy of the church were required to main- 
tain the struggle with tht slave power alone. I eatirely 
agree with you, in the opinion expressed in, the note you 
Sppended to my article—that “the mission was altogether 
a expedient ona” D. Pivms. - 
New York, Nov. 12, 1860. ; 
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Lewis Tappan versus MarsHat, Rynpers.—Mr. Tap- 
pan and his grandson, Mr. Barney, having elicited all the 
testimony proving the assault of Mr. Rynders, have with- 
drawn their complaint, leaving the 4m to judge concern- 
ing the fabts of the case, which is therefore dismissed by 
the Court. . 








Correction.—In the Way-marxs No. xx, in our last 
paper, six lines from the close, instead of “will be pro- 


| moted” read “will be prevented.” —. : 











- Hes of the Dav. 


+Frires. Two fires have recently occurred in our City, 
in which, though no buildings weré consumed, considerable 
property was destroyed, and one life probably lost. 





The Astor House, .Broadway, took fire in the drying 
room of the laundery, a great panic siezed the inmates, one 
man, Thomas, Brady, a young Irishman, was_.so badly 
burnt, that it is feared he will not recover. Loss of furni- 
ture, damage to building, apd to goods in the stores on the 
lower story, estimated at about $10,000, mostly insured. 


The large drug warehouse of Penfold, Parker & Mower 
No. 15 Beckman street, was discovered to be on fire Friday 
morning, between one and two o’clock. The firemen suc- 
ceeded in confining the flames to the cellar, where the fire 
originated, and after a desperate struggle extinguished the 
conflagration. The loss is estimated at between fifty’ and 
one hundred thousand dollars, which is covered by insur- 
ance. The damage to the building was but trifling. 

> —~e or 
A SOUTHERN CHEEVER IN THE FIELD. 
Says the N. Y. World: x 

Bildad Cheever (a southern branch of the C. family), 
dwells in the town of Lexington, State of South Carolina. 
B. C. feels a deep interest in the welfare of the country, 
and is, withal, not a little addicted to sarcasm. Incited by 
the first of these emotions, B. “. writes Mr. C. P. Pelham, 
editor of the Columbia Guardian, and desires C. P. P. to ask 
if B. C. can be,heard in behalf of Mr. Lincoln and abolition- 
ism in his “valuable paper.” C, P. P. responds that B. C. 
can ‘be heard, as he covets to be heard, if only the articles 
prove to be not incendiary in character. B.C. sends them 
the following. ate : 


‘APPEAL TO THE SOUTH. 
Fellow-citizons, come and let us reason together. Why 
so much excited against the Black Republicans? All the 
ask of you is to free your slaves, and they will be satisfied. 
This done, and we are to have everlasting peace. There 
are but 4,000,000 of slaves, and at the outside they are not 
worth more than $800 éach, i. ¢., three thousand two hun- 
dred millions of dollars. Now, can it be that the South, 
rather than part with this pitiful sum, will wound the con- 
science of their Northern brethren and peril this glorious 
Union! Chivalry of the South, are your hearts set on filthy 
lucre? Surely not. Then, as soon as you gather in your 
crops (for we are not disposed to precipitate matters), se 
your negroes fres—and let us all be once more knit together 
as a band of brothers Bitpap CHEEVER. 


Which is. pretty good for B. C., besides being not alto- 
gether barren of that which lubricates the wheels of this 
care-stricken world—humor. There is a good-natured al- 
lusion to “the raveled stoeking of care” ‘at the end, too. 
That playful allusion fo the $3,200;000,000 as a “small sum” 


is comfortable to consider in these panicky times. ' 


. Revier ror Syria.—Wnm. A. Booth, Esq., Treasurer of 
the Syrian Relief Committee here, has received a letter re- 
lative to the sufferings in Syria, signed by the American, 
British, and Prussian Consuls at Beyrout, on behalf of the 
Beyrout Syrian Relief Committee, they have deen appoint- 
ed a Committee of Correspondence. This letter shows 
that the most exact and economical’ use is made of the con- 
tributions made from this and other countries, and reveals 
an enormous amount of misery and want to be provided for 
during the winter that is setting in, The Secretary of the 
Committee here, Mr. Baird, says the Committee have re- 
ceived and ferwarded $20,000; but a far’greater sum will 
be needed —N. Y. Tribune. 


Aflvet 0 os NOL a . 
Dreaprut Expiosion.—The steam propeller Globe, ly- 


ing at Hale’s dock, Chicago, exploded, Nov.’8, by which a 
number of citizens lost their lives, and much property was 
destroyed. 


++» ——_—~40-o > 

Tue Rev. Mr. Willet, supposed to have been hung in Tex- 
as on the same tree with his father-in-law, the 
Bewley,-has arrived safely in Southern Kansas, He es- 
caped with difficulty from his persecutors, and lived eight 
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days in the woods, with no food but ‘nuts. Other fugitives 
rom Texas are arriving in Kansas. ; 






NE SINS PT TB 
Divorce, Mave Easy.—The following is the substance 
of a bill now before the Vermont Legislature : ; 
“ A divorce from the bonds of matrimony may be granted 
where either of the parties is an habitual drankaods or 
shall have joined any religious sect or society which pro- 
fesses to believe the relaticn of husband and wife to be un- 
lawful; or refuses to cohabit with each other for the space 


of three years.” 
Acco to the above provision, a wrangling or indif- 
have but to a Ww liye apart for three years, 








































































in 
ferent prox | 
and they are divorced for the asking —T'ribunc. 


opal ig peal 
Anotuer Staver.+-A: Westerly correspondent ‘of The 
Providence Journal gives the following account of the suc- 
cessful departure of ‘another slave vessel for the. African 
coast : , 
“Two or three months ago a mar visited Mystic, Conn., ° 
to purchase some old whale-ships which were for-sale there. 
His story was a plausibleone. He had contracted to send 
several million feet of lumber to Australias aud, instead of 
having it freighted, he proposed to purchase a number of 
whalers, fill them with lumber, and, when they arrivéd, to 
sell them there. This seemed a good plan. He was ad- 
vised to send his lumber to.Mystic, as being cheaper than 
to take the ships to New York. ‘To this he as the 
best course.. He purchased the ship Romulus for a few 
thousand dollars, and left. She remained at the’ wharf in 
Mystic until two*or three weeks ago, when she sailed for 
New York. But she never reached that city, and nothing 
was known here of her whtreabouts until last Saturday 
morning. On that day, a steam-tug, which had ostensibly 
come duwn to tow up to New York a new ship, just built at 
Mystic, took the Romulus in tow from Greenport, L. I., 
where she had been fitting out as a whale-ship. The cap- 
tain said she had her try-works up, and her whale-boats 
ready to launch; but, what was an uncommon thing fora 
whaler, she had a Spanish captain and crew and an Ameri- 
can captain and crew, with other apurtenances for the 
slave-trade. : 
¢ 
Fire 1n BurraLo.—The Clarendon Hotel in Buffalo has 
been burned. Several persons lost their lives. Loss of 


property estimated at $120,000. Insurance, $50,000. * 








BA ERR EEE wis at ca 
Tux Iron Mountrain.—One of the Philadelphia Board 
of Trade excursionists, who, in company with a large dele- 
gation, is prospecting through the West with a vibw of 
drawing business to the Quaker City, gives the following 
deseription of the Iron Mountain, Mo. : . 


“One of the greatest curiosities of the State—indeed 
almost ranking wtth Niagara and the Mammoth cave for 
unique interest—is the Iron Mountain, which some of*our 

arty visited. It is eighty-six miles from St. Louis, reached 
ya railroad constructed by the owners of the land, or 
rather metal, but destined to be extended to Memphis. | The 
chief formations are the Irdh Mountain proper and the 
Pilot Knob. The formey ‘isa vast mass of specular oxide, 
its height above the valley being two hundred and twenty- 
eight feet, and its base covering an area of five hundred 
acres, which - 230,187,375 tons of ore. But besides the 
arts above the surface, on digging down one hyndred and 
fifty feet, the ore is found still to continue, and how much 
deeper is not known. . On the supposition that the size is 
tlie same, every foot of descent gives 3,000,000 tons of ore. 
The shape of this «mountain is the upper half of an oblate 
heroid. Its ore contains 68 per cent. of pure nfetal. 
here are three furnaces at the foot of the mountain, but 
only one now in operation. Pilot Knob, about thrée miles 
from the Iron Mountain, is 58] feel high, ascending conic- 
ally to nearly a perfect apex. Its height is 581 feet, and it 
covers an area of 360 acres. The amount above the surface 
is calculated dt 13,972,773 tons. There is no ore on the 
surface at the buse, but about half way up the inclined plane 
it is blasted and quarried like granite. It is a silicious 
—ee oxide, and contains 54 per cent. of pure metal. 
he party was vividly imp: with the w us extent 
and value of this great metallic deposit, which would be 
even more an inealoulable mine of wealth than is the case 
now, if coal were near at hand. . Unfortunately, either the 
ore myst be conveyed to the coal, or vice versa. 





KwicuTs or THE GoLnen Crrcue.—We find in The Hous- 
ton (Texas) Teleg?aph of the lst inst., an ‘account of the 
movements of Gen. Bickly, President of the K. G. C.’s. The + 
paper says* R 

“The order of the K. G. C. originated in the deep and 
settled hatred of the General to Abolitionists ; Aa gn mis- 
taken philanthropist who could desire the freedom ‘of the 
negro, even at the risk and shame of a servile insurrection. 


This hatred took possession of his bosom when he was only 





eleven years old, at which early age he saw his little brother 
and sister murdered by b uring # servile insurrec- 
tion, urged on by Abolitionists. For thirty years he has : 


Sel 6 those feelings, batit was only six years since he 
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———— — 
‘began to revolve the prospect of uniting the whole South 
into a friendly military body, which should at all times be 
pre to resist the encroachments af the Abolition hordes 
of the North, and by conquest add more Slave Territory to 
the Union, thus onsolising Southern and Northern ‘repre- 
sentation in the National Congress. The order now num- 
hers 150,000 men, and ig daily increasing in number, power, 
and influence. Fifty thousand men can be concentrated in 
ten days at any piven Southern point. No movements 
against Mexico will be made until after the result of the 
election is known, and the course of the South determined 
Should it be adverse to her interests.” 
1" — — tee” 
A peculiar case is now being tried by the Supretme Court, 
in session at Norwieh, Conn., involving the question, ‘ What 
constitutes a citizen ?” ¢ The estate of R. Increase Stoddard, 


@ quadroon, or a of quarter Afritan blood, was levied on 
by the*proper officers, and sold in payment of town taxes.— 
Action is brought to recover the amount collected under the 
, upon the ground that the property was exempt from 
’ taxation by the provision of the statute which exempts. the 
« pro “ persons of color.”” The question raised by coun- 
sel,,and reserved by the Court below for the advice of the Su- 
preme Court, is, whether persons of one fourth African blood 
come within the meaning of the statute as “ persons of color.” 
The Bulletin says that the question is one Of considerable in- 
terest, as, if it is decided that the levy was proper, and the es- 
tate subject to taxation, it makes all ns of one-quarter 
African blood “ vitizens” under the Constitution, so that they 
may be admitted to all the privileges of an elector. The de- 
will be either that they are “ persons of color,” and, as 
such, exempt from taxation, or ‘ white citizens,” and, as such, 
entitled to the elective franchise. ; 





—— 








In sonty life, Mrs. Edwin D. Morgan was a milliner, and 
‘Mrs. Nathaniel P. Banks a factory girl. Yet .a prince ot 
the royal house.of England, and heir apparent to the 
throne, has danced with both these ladies, who afford such 
proof of the elevating character of republican institutions ; 
and no doubt considered he was honored quite as much as 
they could be by the fact—The Papers. 

A pretty good story. But here is a better one. 

There are hundreds—we hope thousands—of women 
among us, whose names, except perhaps on the list? of mar- 
riages and deaths, will never get into the newspapers, who, 
in early life, or during life, were milliners, factory girls, 
milk maids, house-keepers, &c., who will bave done as much 
good in the world as cither of the personages above men- 
tioned, and who will, finally attain to higher and more per- 
manerg honors than to have danced with the heir apparent 
of an earthly throne. 


ee ee 
[From the N. Y. Times.] 
Wasminoron, Friday, Nov. 9. 

_ No apprehension exists in official quarters that any efforts 
will be made to seize the forts or other public property in 
the South, as no such movement would be tolerated by the 
authorities of the States in which they are located. The 
questions which now distract’ the people of that section 
being of great delicacy, nothing will be done: by executive 
authority which would tend to exasperate the public mind 
against the General Government at this juncture, while, 
however, the President will perform his duty of duly enfore- 
ing the laws. 

he resignation of the Federal officers at Charleston be- 
ing contingent on the acceptance by the President, time will 
be allowed them to reconsider their action. 


An, erroneous report has prevailed that the President in- | the 


tends issuing a proclamation, but it will be remembered, 
that Gen. Jackson did not pursue such a course until South 
Carolina had the nullifying ordinance. 

The Cabinet to-day held their first meeting since the 
Presidential election, but no 
Southern events required formal action. : 


Wasuineron, Sunday, Nov. 11. 
The spasmodic excitement in our community received a 
néw impulse, zemntg, we the news of the resignation of 
Senators Chesnut and Toombs, but this: soon gave way to a 
feeling of page at the prospect of getting rid of Mr. 
Toombs. It is well known that he had eg me resig- 
nation, whether Lincoln was elected or not. Every one ex- 
the hope that the report is true, although his family 
is now here, making arrangements for the winter. Mr. 
Chesnut’s resignation would be a necessity, if South Caroli- 
na should secede; of which there seems to be some doubt, if 
the Convention be postponed till January. 


RESIGNATION OF THE FEDERAL OFFICERS IN CHARLESTON. 


Pade Editors’of the oman Goarier : mea ee 
. The inqui as been frequently made of me, “ t 
will you do, if Lincoln is eleated 2 

ill answer when the time comes. The time has come, und 
I now say, I will not-serve under the enemy of my country, 
and whether South Carolina ag gr W or submits, 
I will resign my office. . Wm. C. Coxcock, 


—— 


uestion in connection with | the 


My reply has been, I | the 





THE PRINCIPIA. 
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Messrs. Eprrorns: As I do not desire that ty friends 
and the community shall be in doubt as to my jon as a 
Federal officer, I beg leave to say, ! will not hold the office 
of Surveyor, qr any other office, under a Black Republican 
President. M. Jacons, Port Surveyor. 

Messrs. Epitrors: The crisis in our affgirs requiring a 
public expression from all holding Government office, I deem 
it due to myself to state my’ position. I can perceive 
maps | which requires’ officers of the Customs to retire 
from office at the present time. On the contrary, every con- 
sideration of the duty they owe to the community renders 
it obligatory upon them to defer their action. The reten- 


would practically suspend all commerce, and be equivalent 
to a blockade, as nothing could enter or leave the port 
I shall await the action of the State, and in any event 
shall stand or fall with her. Not being a leader in her 
councils, I await the call of those who are, and am ready, 
at @ moment, to obey.* Until that call be made, I see 
neither wisdom nor patriotism in any individual action on 
my part. Joun Lavuzens, Naval Officer. 
HARLESTON, S.C., Nov. 7, 1860. ‘ 


» THE POSTMASTER REQUESTED NOT TO RESIGN. 


Sir: In view of the announcements which has been made 
this morning of the resig#ation of many Federal officers, we 
desire to express our opinion that the interests of our State 
and communijy would be jeopardized by the résignation of 4 
the Postmaster here. We therefore request that you should 
not resign until the State assumes, in her sovereign capaci- 
ty, the management of her postal arrangements. sadaaliad 

Cuarveston, Nov. 7, 1860. 


Judge Magrath has resigned. It strikes us that this busi- 
ness ‘of resigning offices will tend to check the mania of se- 
cession, in more ways than one. The publie convenience 
requires the offices‘to be filled, and somebody will be glad 
enough to fill them. If all the “fire-eaters”, could be in- 
duced to resign, retiring to private life, the offices might get 
into the hands of men whose influence would be in a con- 
trary diréction—[Ep. Principia. ° 

> —~<4eorm < -— 
THE SOUTH CAROLINA RESOLUTIONS. 


The full copy of various resolutions noticed by telegraph as 
having passed the Legislature of South Carolina, is as fol- 
lows: — ° 


ON CALLING A SPATE CONVENTION. 


1. Resolved, by the Senate and House of Representatives of 
the State of South Carolina in General Assembly convenell, 
That a Convention of the people.of the State of South Carolina 
is hereby ordained to assemble, in the town of Columbia, 
for the purpose of faking into consideration the general 
welfare of the State, in view of her relations with the North- 
ern -States and the Government of the United States, and 
thereupon to take care that the Commonwealth of South 
Carolina shall suffer no detriment. 

» 2. And be it fuirther Resolved, That on the 22d day of No- 
vember instant, and on the day following, the managers of elec- 
tions for the several Election Districts in this State shall, after 
giving public notice, as in, cases of elections for members of 
the Legislature, open the pollg, aud hold elections in their re- 
spective Election Districts for delegates to the said Convention, 
in all respects in the same manner and form, and at the same. 
eo aselections are now conducted for members of the Legis- 
ature. Andall rep who are qualified and entitled by the 
Constitution and laws of the State to vote for members of the 
Legislature,.shal] be qualified and entitled to vote for said dele- 
gates tc said Convention ; and in case of any vacancy occur- 
ring by death, resignation, removal from the state, or refusal to 
serve, of any person elected a delegate to the said Convention, 
iding officer of said Convention shall issue his writ, au- 
thorizing and requiring the managers of election in the Elec- 
tion Districts in which such vacan¢y may have occurred, after 
giving due notice thereof, to open a poland hold an election 
to fill such vacancy, as in cases for the election of members of 
ture. ‘ 
3. And be it further Resolved, That such Election District | 
——- the State shall be entitled to elect and send to the 
said Qorivention a number of Delegates’ equal to the whole 
number of Senators and Representatives which such Election 
District is now entitled to send to the Legislature, and the 
tes to the‘said Convention shall be entitled to the same 
om of arrest in going-to, returning from, and while in at- 
tendance on said Convention, as is extended to the members of 


4. be it further Resolved, That all free white male citi- 
zens of this State of the age of twenty-one years and upward, 
shall be eligible to a seat in said Convention, 

5. And be it further Resolved, That the delegates elected to 
said Convention shall assemble at the State Capitol on the 
seventeenth day of November next. 
6. And be it further-Resolved, That the delegates who shall 
attend the said Convention, shall be authorized to receive from 
Treasurer the yp» Aa mileage as members of the 
General Assembly of this State now receive. That said Con- 
vention may he continued 7 _ ment from raed -_ 
80 long as may be necessary for aforesaid: Pro- 
"ded howevey that, unless sooner disoc ted by their own au- 





Collector of the Port of Charleston. - 





‘thority, the said Convention shall cease and determine in two 


—————— 


tion of office is in aid of the community. Their retirement | 





——— 








; ee — 
years from the day on which the said Convention shall firs 
assemble. ; 

ON CONFERENCE WITH OTHER STATES, AND PROVIDING anys 

Resolved, As the sense of this General Assembly, that the 
election of a Black Republican to the Presidency of the U; 
Svetes, will be the triamph and practical aprlication of 
ciples incompatible with the peace and safety of the Souther, 
Statas. 

Resolved, That a Commissioner be elected by joint ballat of 
the Senate and House of Representatives, whose duty it shalj 
bé, in the event of Mr. Lincoln’s election, to proceed imme. 
diately to Milledgeville, the seat of ‘(Government of the State 
of Georgia, whose Legislatare will then be in session, to 
nounce to the Government of that State, that South ©. 
in view of the impending danger, will immediately put berggit 
in a state of efficient millitary defense ; and will cordially gg. 
operate with the State of Georgia in measures for the 
tion of Southern interests ; and to express the readiness of this 
State to co-operate with the State of Georgia, in the event of 
Mr. Lincoln’s election, in withdrawing at once from the Con. 
federacy ; and to recommend the calling of Conventions 
taneously in both States to carry this measure into effect, and tp 
invite the co-operation of all the other Southern States, jp 
withdrawing from the present Union, and forming a separate 
Southern Confederacy. ' 

Resolved, That the Committec on the Military of the Senatp 
and of the House of Representatives be instructed to’ most 
during the recess, and to prepare a plan for arming the 
and tor organizing a permanent Military Bureau ; and thet 
the suid Committee be instracted to report by bill to their rm. 
spective Houses, on the first day of the re-assembling of the 
General Assembly. « 

Resolved, That the Committee of Ways and Means of the 
House of Representatives be instructed to sit during thm 
cess, and prepare a bill for raising supplies necessary to catry 
into effect the measures recommended by the Mifftary Commit. 
tee, and to report by bill on the first day of the reassembling 
of the General Assembly. -, ; 

Resolved, That the Governor be requested immediately to 
apply the $100,000 appropriated by the last General Assembly 
to the purchase of arms. 

Resolved, That, immediately after the election of the Com. 
missioner to the State of Georgia, this General Assem 
take a recess until the third Monday, being the 19th day of 
November inst., at 7 o’clock. ; 


ON INDEMNIFYING FEDERAL OFFICERS. Ps 


Resolved, That {t is the sense of this General Assembly that 
the citizens of South Carolina, who have held offices the 
General Government, should be indemnified against any peeu- 
niary liability or loss they may incur in consequence of their 
resignation of such . offices, on account of the election of the 
candidate for the Presidency of the Black Republican party. 


ON RAISING MONEY. 


Resolved, That the sum of one million dollars be raised for 
the use and defense of the-State in this emergency, and that 
the Conimittee of Ways and Means be directed to inquire ito 
the mode of raising this money. 

ir was amended, and passed as follows : | 

ved, That it be referred to the Committee en Military 
Affairs to inquire into the expediency of appropriating four 
hundred thousand dollars ‘for purcuase of arms ammuni- 
tion, necessary to put the State in a position ot defense. 





SOUTH CAROLINA. | . 
The constitution of the South Carolina Legislature is 
such that it cannot claim to represent:the popular vote of 
the States Both. the Senate and the’ Housé are distributed 


white ‘population and the amount of taxes paid. @ Con 
sequences is that a minority of the voters elect a majority 


in both Houses. The lower part of the State, in which the 


derates as to all fhe matters of legislation over the upper 
districts, in which the‘white population are decidedly im 


ized by the Legislature is open to the same objection. The 
egates as they are entitled to Senators and Representatives, 


derance of political power to a minority.— Tribune. 





LETTER TO GERRIT SMITH. 
The following letter, ig honorable to the Committee of 


as well as vindigatory of Mr. Smith. His suits against both 
committee and newspapers are ended ; and he has been able 
to pay his counsel liberally with the monies which the com- 
mittee cheerfully and handsomely furnished to this end. 

| New Yor, October 25, 1860. 


Gerrit Smits, Ese., Dear Str.—About a year ago there 
was published over the names of thi 
forming the Executive Committee of the New York Demo- 








cratic Vigilant Association, an address which co 


among the respective districts in a ratio compounded of the * 


whites are greatly outnumbered by the slaves, thus prepom . 


the ascendéncy. The Convention which has been autiior ~ 
different districts of the State are to send to it as many del-” 


thus in this body, as in the Legistature, giving the prepom 


which Messrs. Sherman, Barlow and Phelps were members, _ 


-one gentlemen, ‘ 
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name with a “Central Association” for violent purpos- 
yaad with the’ invasion a had occurred a few 
pefore at Harper’s Ferry, in Virginia. 

We are omiesanianss that there was no ground for such 
connection, and we therefore take this opportunity to make 
the correction and to express our regret for the error and 
for the wrong done to you. 

It seems proper that we should also say that the address 
jn question was chiefly compiled from articles in the news 
papers, and that before its publication we were assured that 
its statements were correct. 

 ¢ Yours very respectfully, 
‘ Watts SHERMAN. 
Samvet L. M. Bartow. 
Roya Pue cps. 





we ee + 
EXCITEMENT IN CHICAGU. 
Cuicaco, Monday, Nov. 12; 1860. 
Considerable. excitement was caused here to-night by the 
arrest by the United States Marshal of a negro woman, 
named Bliza, who escaped from Nebraska City, N. T., a 
short time since. The woman was claimed by Stephen T, 
Kunckles of Nebraska as a slave. The Marshal, in taki 
the woman to jail, was stopped in the street by an excited 
crowd of negroes, and was compelled to give the woman 
to the city police, who lodged Ker in the Armory for safe 
i An effort will be made in the morning to take 
her to Springfield for examination before Commissioner 
Corneau. The streets in the vicinity of the Armory are 
crowded with negroes and some white persons, in a high 
state, of excitement, who declare their intention to prevent 
the woman being taken away from the city. 


a LATER ACCOUNT. 


Curcaco, Tuesday, Noy. 13. 

The fugitive slave exeitement is ended. A warrant was 
issued late last night for the arrest of the woman claimed 
asa slave, tor disorderly conduct, and placed in the hands 
of Deputy-Sheriff Anderson. In attempting to take her 
from the ome | to the jail, she was rescued by a negro 
mob, and carried off. ' 
Sn a 





EUROPE. 


The screw Steamer Bremen, brings news from England 
to 3let of October. 

' FAILURE OF THE WARSAW CONXERENCE. 

The Daily News says: “It is very generally asserted and 
believed that the failure of the Warsaw Conferences main- 
ly arose from the prominence given by the Czar to a revi- 
sion of the Treaty of Paris—that being the main object of 
the policy of Russia.” 

The Times says that the cause of the breaking up of the 
interview was ostensibly on account ‘of the illness. of the 
Empress Dowager 6f Russia, but really because the terms 
on which the Emperors met each other were such .as to 
render a protracted intercourse extremely undesirable. 

: Warsaw, Friday,,Oct. 20. 

It is stated that the Whrsaw interview maintained to the 
last a purely personal character as regards both the Prin- 
ees and their Ministeys. At the interview. on Thursday 
last, no stipulation was made, no convention of any kind 
was concluded, nor was even a protocoldrawn up. * 

AFFAIRS IN ITALY. 
. Turin, Saturday Oct. 27. ° 

The official Gazette maintains that the Pontificial prison- 
ers are treated with generosity and solicitude. 

Napves, Saturday, Oct. 27. 

King Victor Emanuel has arrived at-Teano. * 

, An engagement took place yesterday between tlfe fourth 
corps Parmee and the Neapolitan Royalists. After a com- 
bat of two hours the latter fell back upon Gangliano, leay- 
Ing a great number of prisoners in the hands of the Pied- 
montese. 

To-morrow the Court of Cessation will proclaim the re- 
sult of the votiag On the question of annexation. 

Napves, Sunday evening. 

The official return of the voting on,the question of annex- 
ation, in the cities and provinces of Naples, i#as follows: 





Ayes...... Se ee 185,468 Noes............ 1,607. 
In the other provinces the votes are equally favorable to 
annexation. aren “ 


LATEST ITALIAN NEWS. 
.,  Tunrn, Tuesday, Oct. 30. 
Emanuel had arrived at Sessa.’ 
Garibaldi had gone to the head-quarters of, the King. 
: Sessa, Tuesday, Oct, 30. 
After the concentration of the Sardinians Setentin, a 


reconnaissance was made by th $e 
bank of the Gurigliano. any Sardinians on the left 








ays |- 


: Nap tes, Saturday, Oct. 29, 
Garibaldi and Emanuel, whose military operations are 
now combined, are preparing for a battle with the enemy. 
Victor Emanuel is, neverthe?ess, expected to enter Na- 
ples on the 30th. Great préparations are being made for 
his reception. , 

Naples, Tuesday, Oct. 3.—The result of the voting in the 
Kingdom of Naples, with the exception of two province 
from which are still wanting, are as follows: Ayes L103 
499 ; Noes, 9,371. 

Rox, Saturday, Oct. 27—Lamoriciere has been created 
/&@ Roman poble. 


AUSTRIA DECLARES HER INTENTIONS. 


¢ According to instructions received from Cqunt Rechberg, 
Prince Metternich has explained. to M.. Thouvenel the 
Austrian policy. . 

His cuplegstien contains four points : 

1. The interior policy of every State being intimate] 
connected with its exterior policy, Austria wil fulfill with 
sinterity the reforms announced in the “Diplom” of Oct. 20. 

2. Notwithstanding the complications in Italy, Austria 
will maintain her line of defensive policy. The present 





other object than that of repelling any attack. 

3. Ausgtria will not abandon the system of non-interven- 
tion. « . 

4. Austria considers that the assembling of a Congress 
would not bring about a practical solution of the Italian 
question, unless the great Powers agree, beforehand, on a 
common programme, of which, however, there is little like- 
lihood. : , 

GERMANY. 
FRANKFORT-ON-THEMAIN, Sunday, Oct. 29. 

In yesterday’s sitting of the Federal Diet the notice given 
by Sardinia of the blockade of Ancona was discussed. The 
Asserpbly resolved upon simply shelving this notice, de- 
claring at the same time that they could not altogether 
agree with the policy of Sardinia in Italy. : 

The Fedéral Diet resolved in the same sitting upon the 
expediency of equipping the Federal fortresses with rifled 
guns, and declared that it gratefully accepted the offer of 
Prussia in reference to this new kind of armament. 


SPAIN. 
Maprip, Sunday, Oct.*28. 

Marshal O’ Donnell has declared that the Government of 
Morocco has only asked for a longer delay for the payment 
of the war indemnity. 

Rios Rosos is about to proceed to Rome on a mission ; 
but that Spain is resolved to observe strict neutrality as 
regards the affairs of Italy. ‘ 
> ——~ee 

Iraty.—A large and promising field of Christian labors 
has beon opened by the recent movements in this country, 
and in carrying forward the work of evangelization, great, 
responsibility is of necessity incurred by the Waldensian 
Church. We ‘copy some extracts from the letter of Dr. 
Revel, which was recently received from La-Tour, and in 
which he appeals for aid to support colporters and to meet 
the expenses of worthy but indigent students in the Theo- 
‘logical Seminary. Dr. Revel says:— 

“Tt is certainly a sueprising thing, that in thiseItaly, but 
yesterday hermetically sealed against the pure light of the 
gospel, it is now pernfitted to spread the word of God 
every where, except at Rome and its environs, where the 
so-called Holy Father is’ making his last efforts to shut it 
out. The Bible colporters who are now going through 
the Sardinian States, exceed thirty in number. .We give 
to our colporters and Bible-readers’ from 80 to 100 francs 
per month ; that is, from $192 to $240 per year. If our 
friends in America would be disposed to aid us in this par- 
ticular work, by contributing the salary of one or*more 
colporters, they would certainly render us an essential 
service. Do you not believe, dear and respected Dr., that 
there are among your friends, members of the American 
and Foreign Christian Union, some who would be disposed 
to devote their gifts of Christian charity to the procure- 
ment of scholarships for some of our students in theology, 
who are not able, from the resources derived from their 
families, to"meet the expenses of their education which 
they would be obliged to incur in such a oity as Florence? 
We will have during the coming winter at least six of 
these young men, who will be destitute of means sufficient 
to pay their board, as this willebe raised to $200 a year.” 
— Boston Tract Jour. 

ee ee ee 

Liesic says: “Give me the amount of soap‘a people use, 
and I will make an accurate estimate of their moral cén-. 
dition.” 

He is a brave man who isn’t afraid to wear old clothes 
until he is able to pay for new ones. 


Nose spirits rejoice in the coneciousness of a motive— 





armaments and concentration: of troops in Venetia have no} 





» Femily Miscellany. 
[ORIGINAL.] » 


“LOVE NOT THE WORLD.” 
: I. Jobn Il. 15 17. 


Love not the world, nor all the stores 
° Of hoarded wealth the world contains, 
Its sparkling gems, its shining ores, 3 
Ite thrones of power, its pomp, its gains, R .” 


Love not the world, its pleasures base, ‘ 
Its fickle honors, empty shows, - 

Forbear to join the mad’ning chase, * 
That finds*no goal of true repose. 


Who loves the world and on itdoats, 
Whose heart’is get on things below, 
oss’d by the waves on which he floats, 
The Father’s love can never know, 


For all the good the world conveys 
‘ + The fleshly lust, the pamper’d esse, 
The gloating eye, the sensual gaze 
uae That grasps and covets all it sees, 
The pride of life, the princely state, 
These are not of the Father’s love, 
But of the world of sin and hate, 
At war with all'the pow’rs above. 


The world is passing swift away, 


Its lust is like the ebbing tide ; 
But he that doth his God obey, 
Shall with him evermore abide. * w. G. 
. te 


Feeding On Vanities. Iva xxix 8. 


The sleeping nae dreams he eats, 

But wakes, to feel his hunger still, 

So he that feasts on vain deceits, 

Shall ne’er his soul with fatness fill. w. G. 
- eee 


THE, RIGHT SIDE OF FIFTY. | 

if Christians oftener cherished the hopes of the Apostle, 
and felt, like him, that to die is gain, they would talk like 
Mr. Venn, in the following anecdote: It is said of the hum- 
ble Mr. Venn, is one of his excursions to preach for the 
Countéss of Huntingdon, that he felkin company with a per- 
son who had the appearance of a parish clergyman. After 
riding some time together, conversing on different’ subjects, 
the stranger, looking in his face, said : ‘ 

“ Sir, I think you are on the wrong side of fifty.” 


“ On the wrong side of fifty!” answered Mr. Venn. “No, 
sir, I am on the right bide of fifty .” P 
“Surely,” replied thé clergyman, “you must be turned of 


fifty.” . 

“ Yes, sir,” added the Christian veteran, “but I am on the 
right side of-fifty, for 1am nearer my crown of glory.” 

Happy that person who can thus feel; who has the right 
*to believe that he is nearer his crown of glory. How feel- 
ings like these would cause us to rejoice, as year by year 
passes away, and our salvation becomes nearer. 

° . - eer 
ROSA’S BIRTHDAY. 

One afternoon, Rogamond Hamilton and her aunt Fanny 
were alone in the parlor. Rosa had brought her little chair 
close to the rocking-chair I was sitting in, and was telling 
me about a little playmate of hers. All at once she ex- 
claimed :— - . 

“© Aunt Fanny! to-morrow is my birthday; to-morrow 
I shal] -be six years old! Are you not so glad, Aunt Fan- 
ny ?” , . 

“ ¥es I am to see you so happy in view oftit ? But, Rosa, 
if I were you, I would make to-morrow a very happy birth- 
day, the happiest birth-day you have ever had, You can if ~ 
you wish to.” — 

“How, Aunt? [ do wish to.” . 

‘Well, my dear girl, as we grow older we want to grow 
better ; and if I were you, I would resolve, when I was six 
years old, to control my temper, A little girl so old as that, 
ean surely govern herself. That naughty temper, when it 
rices, makes you very unhappy and yery disagreeable to your 
friends ; and now that you are beginning a new year of your 
life, would it not be well to try and subdue it? If, on 
your sixth birthday, you should begin ta be sweet-tempered, 
gentle, and thoughtful, would it not be a very happy, birth- 
day. 

“Yes, Aunty; but I can not help getting angry some- 
times. People do such provoking things, and make me 
angry, . . 

“No, Rosa, they do not make you afigry. They perhaps 
tempt you to be ; but temptation can be resisted. All good 

persons are tempted to do wrong, and it is because they do 
not yield to temptation that they are good. It is very hard 
to be good when you are tempted ; but you know God ean 
give you strength, and that he will, if you really wish him 








base ones delight only in a pretext. 


‘| to, help you to be good.” 
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CAUSES AND CURE OF POVERTY. 
NUMBER IX. 
Mania oF Specutation rN America. 

As-the mania of speculation in Burope was excited by 
bewildering dreams of fabulous wealth, in the New World, 
it might naturally be expected that the sudden emigratiqn 
to this country, of the most adventurous and enterprizing of 

- the Europeap population would be likely to transfer the 


same spirit of extravagant expectations to. the New World 


itself, the object and the theatre of their enterprizes. 

Such was the fact. And this spirit ‘was perpetually 
stimulated by the continuous recarrence of circungtances 
calculated to draw it fortli, and to furnish plausible grounds 
for its indulgence. .The truth of the case is, the growth, 
expansion, and increased wealth of the adventurers, in the 


main, has been an almost unprecedented fact in the world’s |* 


history. It was no fault of the emigrants and of their suc- 
cessors that they knew and appreciated this fact. The 
mischief was, that great as was the advance, in growth, ex- 
pansion, and increased wealth, the hufhan imagination was 
__ found adequaté to the task of magnifying the rapidity, ex- 
tent, and magnitude of this advancement, thirty, forty, fifty, 

or an hundred fold. “Rapidly as did the real value of the 
new lands increase, the anticipation of the increase, pro- 


gressed still more rapidly. Not content to realize an al-— 


most unexampled increase, in a short period, the adventur- 
ers were eager to grasp, in anticipation, a still more rapid. 
increase. The greater and the more rapidjthe increase, the 
greater the desire for a still larger and more rapid in- 
crease. The real advance did not satisfy the desire, and 
hence the imaginary one. 7 

And this was nog all. The passion for becoming rich by 
the rise of property, rather than by’ the pains-taking apd 

* patient process of hard lafor became £0 intense and so all 
pervading, that nothing but the stern demands of nature 
for the immediate supply of food, clothing and shelter, pre- 
vented the masses of the settlers, in some localities, from 
turning speculators rather than laborers, and reaping the 
harvests of famine when they were looking for those of 
affluence. 

, , As it was, the number of speculators, who directed their 
-attention, and occupied their time, and appropriated their 
capital or strained theit credit for the acquisition of new 
lands, which they never expected to cultivate themselves, 
greatly increased, and became sadly disportionate in num- 
bers and in resourses, to the actual laborers in the double 
task of clearing away the forests, building habitations, and 
producing crops for the support of human life. Much of 
the suffering incident to the settlement of new countries 
has originated or has been greatly aggravated by this 
cause. Close on the heels of exhilarating } reports of pros- 
perity, inviting new adventurers into the field, to buy and 

* to settle the lands offered for sale, (reports exaggerated, of- 
ten, by the cupidity of the speculators themselves) come 
startling rumors of destitution, want, and even of famine. 

Lanp Specuiation. has been the curse of this North 
American Continent from the beginning, and continues the 
curse still. The monopoly of land, inthe hands of the spec- 
ulator, compels the actual settler to pay a price for land 
that he ought to have received without pay, for the labor 
of clearing it. The cities and populous districts of the 
older States have thousands of families who are without 
employment, at home, or the means of buying lands at the 
west, on which to labor. Millions of acres, in the hands of 
Speculators are kept from cultivation *betause the owners 
are waiting to make fortunes by selling at double the pre- 
sent prices. From this cause the supply of agricultural 
products for the eastern markets does not keep pace with 
the increasing population of the cities and villages, and the 
prices to the laboring poor are greatly enhanced, especial- 
ly from the fact that the fimited supply places it within the 
power ofthe provision speculators of whom we have before 
spoken, to monaqpolize them, and place their own prices 
upon them, for their own emolument, without benefit either 
to the producer or the consumer. . 

In these and other ways, the speculation in land, and 
land monopoly, lead to and sustain other speculations and 
monopolies, tending to withdraw from the laborer his hard 
earnings to enrich those whose activities and operations are 
a public nuisance. 


THE PRINCIPIA. 


same as on other classes of speculators and, gamblers. 
Only a small portion of them escape the common fate of 
those, who, for a time, acquire wealth without paying for it 
a fair equivalent. Few fields of speculation are more 
whitened with the bones of the speculators than this. Few 
branches of speculating adventure are more hazardous 
than ®peculations in land, when the interest, taxes, and 
other expenses are taken into the. account. 

If the history of land speculation in central and western 
| New York could be truthfully written, it would pe a re 
cord of wretchedness, lamentation, setmaing and woe ; the 
record of thousands of families wasted and worn to death 
by hard labor, in pdying for their lands, or what is worse, 
driven from ghem into want and penury, before completing 
their payments :—the history, moreover of ruined specula- 
tors with their families, sharing the fate of their, victims. 
The process of land speculation was well described by 
Alvan Stewart who said it was the attempt of the present 
generation to become rich by levying a tax, without an 
equivalent, upon the generation that should come after it— 
a scheme for cheating the unborn out of the fruit of their 
labors.--Such a scheme must produce poverty, of course. 

Here, "ae elsewhere, the Bible maxim, “He that hasteth 
to be rich shall not be innocent,” has been found truthful. 
Land speculators have not, commonly, been found proof 
against the allurements of gambling in other directions. 

We know of several remarkable instances in which large 
land speculators have become gamblers for money, in the 
common acceptation of the term, and in the lise of cards 
and dice. The passion for speculation, when it becomes a 
mania must needs be gratified. And the long intervals of 
| painful suspense, in the slow processes of land gambling, 
are peculiarly fitted to drive the victim of the mania, head- 
long, into other and more rapid processes of gambling. 
| The restlessness of land speculators becomes chronic and is 
proverbial 

Speculating in land, and the land monopoly that comes 
with it, constitute, in some respects, the worst kind of spec- 
ulation and monopoly. The earth, like the air, was given 
to mankind in common. No absolute and permanent 
transfer of land was allowed in the law of God given by 
Moses. The use only could be transferred, for a limited 
period, for payment of honest debts, and even that was to 
cease with the Jubilee, and the land returned to me family 
of the original possessors. 

Among the causes of poverty, land speculation and mo- 
nopoly stand pre-eminent, and the cure of poverty must in- 
clude a return to the divine law that prohibits them. 

>—~4- 








CUUNT THEM. 

Count what? Why, count the mercies which haye been 
quietly falling in your path through evegy period of your 
history. Down they come evety morning and every even- 
ing, as the angel messengers from the Father of Lights, to 
tell you of your best friends in heaven. Have you lived 
these years, wasting mercies, treading them beneath. your 
feet, and never yet realized from whence they came? If you 
have, Heaven pity you. * 

You have murmured under afflictions, but who had heard 
you rejoice over blessings? Do you ask what are these 
mercies? Ask the sunbeam, the rain drop, the star, or the 
queen of night. What is life, but mercy ? What is health, 
strength, friendship, social life, thé Gospel of Christ, Divine | 
worship ? Had they the power of speech, each would 
say, “I ama mercy.” Perhaps you have never regarded 
them’as such. If not, you have been a dull student of nature | 
or revelation. 

What is the propriety of stopping to play with'a thorn 
bush, when you may just as well pluck sweet flowers, and 
‘eat pleasant fruit ? ' . 

Yet we have seen enough of men to know that they have 
a morbid appetite for thorns. If they havelost a friend, | 
they will mumur at the loss, if God has given them a score | 
of new ones. And somehow, eyerything assumes a value | 
when it is gone, which a man “would not have acknowledged | 
when he had it in his possession, unless indeed, some one 
wished to purchase it. 

Happy is he who looks at the bright side of life? of Pro- | 
vidence, and of revelations; who avoids thorns, and thickets 
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cannot improve them, he may pass.among them without in- 





The effect on the land speculators themselves is much the 


jury. Count mercies, before you complain of afflictions. 


and ‘sloughs, until his Christian growth is such that if he | 









MARRIAGE. 

* Marriage is, to a woman, at once the happiest and saddest 
event of her life,; it is the promise of future bliss, raised op 
| the death of present enjoyment. She quits her, home, her 
| parents, her companions, ber amusements—everything on 
which she has hitherto depended for comfort, for Affection, 
for kindness and for pleasure. 

The parents by whose advice she has been guided—h. 
sister to whom she has dared to inipart the very embryo 
thought and feeling—the brother who has played with her, 
by turns the counsellor and the counselled, and the younger 
fhildren to whom she has hitherto been the ‘mother ang 
playmate—all are to be forsaken at ohe fell stroke—every 
former tie is loosened—the spring of every action is changed; 
and she flies with joy in the untrodden paths before her, 
bouyed up by the confidence of requited love, she bids a fond 





excited hopes and joyous anticipation to the happiness tp 
come. Then woe to the man who can blight such fair hopes 


coward-like, break the illusions which have won her, and 
destroy the confidence which love had inspired. : 
Woe to him who has too early withdrawn the tender plant 
from the props and stays of moral discipline, in whith she 
has been nurtured, and yet makes no effort to supply their 
places ; for oa him is the responsibility of her errors—on 
him who first taught her, by his example, te grow carelem 
of her duty, and then exposed her with a weakened spirit 
and unsatisfied heart, to the wild storms and the wily tempi. 


tions of-a sinful world. 
PRE See oe Se 
SOME ONE MUST PRAY, 





‘A man of learning and talent, but an unbeliever, was 
travelling in Manilla on a scientific expedition.” He was es- 
corted by a native, and, as they were about to start, the ng 
tive, with the refined politeness which characterizes the Orien- 
tals, requested the white stranger to pray to his God. 

This was probably +thé only thing he could have been 
asked to do, without being able to comply ; and on his de. 
clining, the native said ; “3 

“Well, some God int be prayed to, so you will excuse 
me, if I pray to mine.” . 


“Full many a shaft at random sent 
Finds mark the archer never meant.”’ 


So it was in this case. “The unbeliever was rebuked bya 
heathen, and the man of science, who had gone there in quest’ 
of natural curiosities, returned having found the “pearl of 
great price.” His next visit is to be as a missionary to preach 


Christ. 
tn 
Wisdom i is always at home t to those who call. A 


aT 
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and grateful adieu to the life that is past, and turns with _ 


—who can treacherously lure such,w heart from its peatefal 
enjoyments, and watchful pratection of home—who cap, : 
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